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Section One - The Stave



5

Music is written on five lines called the Stave.

The Stave
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It has a middle line,

two lines above

and two lines below.
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Space

Line

The Stave is made up of lines and spaces.
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If a note sits in the space between two lines it is called a

SPACE NOTE

A Space Note.

��
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If a note sits over a line, covering part of it up, it is called a

LINE NOTE

A Line Note.

��
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Exercise 1

Work through the next few pages and try
to work out if the notes are space notes or line notes.
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Ex 1a - Space note or line note?

��



12

Ex 1b - Space note or line note?

��



13

Ex 1c - Space note or line note?

�
�
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Ex 1d - Space note or line note?

�
�
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Ex 1e - Space note or line note?

�
�
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Section One - Key Points

● Music is written on five lines called the Stave.

● Notes are either Line Notes or Space Notes.
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Section Two - Positions Of Notes
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You need to be able to identify
and describe where the notes are on the stave.

Fourth Line
Third Space

Second Space
Second Line

Fifth Line
Fourth Space

Third Line

First Space
First Line

�
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Lines

1

2

3

4

5

�
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Spaces

1

2

3

4

�
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The note below is on the fourth line.

1

2

3

4

5

�
�
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1

2

3

4

This note is in the third space.

�
�
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This note is in the first space.

�1

2

3

4

�
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This note is on the third line.

1

2

3
4

5

� �
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Exercise 2

Work through the following pages
and try to describe where the notes are on the stave.
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Ex 2a - Where is the note on the stave?

�
1

2

3

4

�
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Ex 2b - Where is the note on the stave?

�
1

2

3

4

5

�
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Ex 2c - Where is the note on the stave?

�1

2

3

4

5

�
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Ex 2d -  Where is the note on the stave?

�
1

2

3

4

�
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Ex 2e -  Where is the note on the stave?

�
1

2

3

4

5

�
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Ex 2f - Where is the note on the stave?

�1

2

3

4

5

�
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�2

1

3

4

Ex 2g - Where is the note on the stave?

�
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�
1

2

3

4

Ex 2h - Where is the note on the stave?

�
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�
1

2

3

4

5

Ex 2i - Where is the note on the stave?

�



35

Ex 2j -  Where is the note on the stave?

�
1

2

3

4

�
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Ex 2k - Where is the note on the stave?

�
�
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Ex 2l - Where is the note on the stave?

��
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�

Ex 2m - Where is the note on the stave?

�
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Ex 2n - Where is the note on the stave?

��
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Ex 2o -  Where is the note on the stave?

�
�
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Section Two - Key Points

●  The position of a note on the stave needs to be identified.

●  The position of notes on the stave can be described.
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Section Three - High and Low
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Play the notes on the very left of your keyboard.
You will notice that they have a grumbly heavy sound.

These are known as Low Notes.
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Play the notes on the very right of your keyboard.
You will notice that they have a light tinkly sound.

These are known as High Notes.
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If you play a note on the keyboard
and then play a second note to the left

it will be lower than the first note.

Lower

12



46

21

Higher

If you play a note on the keyboard
and then play a second note to the right

it will be higher than the first note.
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Try playing some notes on your keyboard that get higher
and then some notes that get lower.



48

Think of the stave as a ladder.

�
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For example,
 the second note above is higher than the first note.

�
�

�
1

2

Notes written at the top
of the stave (ladder) are higher
than notes written at the bottom
of the stave. �

�
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  The second note above is lower than the first note.

�
��

1

2

Notes written at the bottom
of the stave (ladder) are lower
than notes written at the top of
the stave. �

�
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Exercise 3

Go through the following pages and work out
which note is higher and which one is lower.



52

Ex 3a - Which note is higher and which one is lower?

�
�

1
2

�
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Ex 3b - Which note is higher and which one is lower?

��
1

2

�
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Ex 3c - Which note is higher and which one is lower?

� � �
1

2
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Ex 3d - Which note is higher and which one is lower?

��
1

2

�
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Ex 3e - Which note is higher and which one is lower?

�
�

1
2

�



57

1 2

Ex 3f - Which note is higher and which one is lower?



58

12

Ex 3g - Which note is higher and which one is lower?



59

1 2

Ex 3h - Which note is higher and which one is lower?



60

1 2

Ex 3i - Which note is higher and which one is lower?



61

12

Ex 3j - Which note is higher and which one is lower?
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Ex 3k - Which note is higher and which one is lower?

�
�

1 2

1
2

�
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Ex 3l - Which note is higher and which one is lower?

� �

1 2

1
2

�
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Ex 3m - Which note is higher and which one is lower?

��

12

1
2

�
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Ex 3n - Which note is higher and which one is lower?

��

12

1
2

�
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1 2

Ex 3o - Which note is higher and which one is lower?

��
1

2

�
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Section Three - Key Points

●  Think of the lines of the stave as being like a ladder.

●  The higher up on the stave notes are written the higher in
pitch they are.

●  Notes on a keyboard are higher or lower depending on how
far to the right or left they are.

Low notes High notes

Lower Higher

Middle notes

M
id

dl
e 

C
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Section Four - Pitch Distance
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These notes are getting higher...

�

They are positioned space, line, space, line, space.

They are getting higher by one note at a time.

Music is read from left to right.

� � � � �

G A B C DFEDM
id

dl
e 

C
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and these notes are getting lower.

� � � � � �

M
id

dl
e 

C

G A B C DFED

They are positioned space, line, space, line, space.

They are getting lower by one note at a time.
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� � �

If a note moves from a line to the next space down
you need to play one note lower on your instrument.

M
id

dl
e 

C

G A B C DFED
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If a note moves from a line to the next space up
you need to play one note higher on your instrument.

� � �

M
id

dl
e 

C

G A B C DFED
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If a note moves from a line to the next line up
you need to play two notes higher on your instrument,

(and miss one note out in between).

� � �

M
id

dl
e 

C

G A B C DE FD
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If a note moves from a line to the next line down
you need to play two notes lower on your instrument,

(and miss one note out in between).

� � �

M
id

dl
e 

C

G A B C DFED
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If a note moves from a space to the next space up
you need to play two notes higher on your instrument,

(and miss one note out in between).

� � �

M
id

dl
e 

C

G A B C DFED
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If a note moves from a space to the next space down
you need to play two notes lower on your instrument,

(and miss one note out in between).

�
� �

M
id

dl
e 

C

G A B C DFED
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Sometimes notes will move
more than one or two notes.

For example,
 the second note above

is four notes higher than the first.

� �
��

Three notes higher

�
Two notes higher

One note higher

� Four notes higher

M
id

dl
e 

C

G A B C DFED
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and the second note here is five notes lower than the first.

� �
�

M
id

dl
e 

C

�
Three notes lower

�
One note lower

�
Two notes lower �

Four notes lower
Five notes lower

G A B C DFED E
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Exercise 4

Work through the next few pages
and try to work out how much higher

or lower the second note is from the first note.

Go through the exercise a second time
 and try to play the notes on your keyboard.

Someone can show you the first note of each two if needed.
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Ex 4a - How much lower is the second note from the first?

� �
� ��

One note lower
�

Two notes lower

Three notes lower
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Ex 4b - How much lower is the second note from the first?

� �� �
One note lower

�
Two notes lower
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Ex 4c - How much higher is the second note from the first?

� �
���

One note higher

�
Two notes higher

�
Three notes higher

Four notes higher
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Ex 4d - How much higher is the second note from the first?

�
�

� �
Three notes higher

�
Two notes higher

One note higher

� Four notes higher

� �
Five notes higher
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Ex 4e - How much higher is the second note from the first?

� �
��

Three notes higher

�
Two notes higher

One note higher

�
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Section Four - Key Points

● It is useful to work out the distance in pitch from one note to
another.

●This can be done by counting the Lines and Spaces between
notes on the stave.
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Section Five - Note Pitch Shape



87

� �� � ��

It is useful when looking at a passage of music
to imagine the shape made by the pitch of the notes

as they move higher or lower.

Imagine a line joining the notes shown below.

Music notes are read from left to right.
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It will make the shape shown below.

� �� � ��
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� �� �� �

These notes .....



90

will make this shape,

�



91

� �� �� � � � � �

these notes will make......



92

this shape,

�



93

these notes will make .....

� �
� � ��� � ��
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this shape,



95

�
�

� ��
� � � �

and these notes will make......



96

this shape.
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Exercise 5

Work through the next few pages
and try to draw the shape that the notes make.

The answers are given after each page.

Go through for a second time
and try to play the note shapes on your keyboard.

Don’t worry about playing the correct notes
just try to get the pitch shape.
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� �
� �

Ex 5a - Draw the shape that the notes make.
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� �
� �

You should have drawn a line like this.
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� �
�

�

Ex 5b - Draw the shape that the notes make.
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� �
�

�

You should have drawn a line like this.
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�
� � �

�
� �

� �
Ex 5c - Draw the shape that the notes make.
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You should have drawn a line like this.

� � � � �
� �� �
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� �
� � �

�
Ex 5d - Draw the shape that the notes make.
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You should have drawn a line like this.

� �
� � �

�
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�
�

Ex 5e - Draw the shape that the notes make.

� �
� � �
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You should have drawn a line like this.

�
�

� �
��
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Exercise 5 (continued)

On the next few pages follow the shape of the lines
and try to play or sing the note pitches.

The black circles indicate where the notes are,
don't worry about which actual note it might be,

 just focus on the pitch relationship -
whether higher or lower and

how far the distance is between the notes.
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Ex 5e - Sing or play the shape that the notes make.
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Ex 5f - Sing or play the shape that the notes make.
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Ex 5g - Sing or play the shape that the notes make.
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Ex 5h - Sing or play the shape that the notes make.
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Ex 5i - Sing or play the shape that the notes make.
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� �
�

When looking at a group of notes it will help if you can recognise
which notes are the same and have already been played.

��� �
For example the first note above is the same as the third note. If you
have worked out the first note remember what it is when you come

to play the third note.



115

�

In the group of notes below, the second note is the same as the
fourth note.

��� � � �
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�

In the group of notes below, the third note is the same as the fourth
note and the first note is the same as the last note.

� � � � �
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Exercise 5 (continued)

On the next few pages draw a horizontal line between any notes that
are repeated within each group (notes that are the same), then draw the

shape that the group of notes will make and play them on your
keyboard.

Again don’t worry about getting the actual notes correct, just the
shape, but someone could show you which note to start on if you

would like.
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� � � �� �

Ex 5j - draw a horizontal line between repeated notes
and draw the shape the notes make.
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� � � �� �

You should have drawn lines like this.
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� � � �
� �

Ex 5k - draw a horizontal line between repeated notes
and draw the shape the notes make.
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� � � �
� �

You should have drawn lines like this.
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� � �
� � �

Ex 5l - draw horizontal line between repeated notes
and draw the shape the notes make.
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� � �
� � �

You should have drawn lines like this.
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� �
� � ��

Ex 5m - draw horizontal line between repeated notes
and draw the shape the notes make.
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� �
� � ��

You should have drawn lines like this.
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� � � � ��

Ex 5n - draw horizontal line between repeated notes
and draw the shape the notes make.
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� � � � ��

You should have drawn lines like this.
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Section Five - Key Points

●When reading the pitch of groups of notes try to see the shape
that the notes make.

●This will speed up your reading.

●Notice any notes that you have already played, remember
what they are when you play them the first time .
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Section Six - The Musical Alphabet
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The Musical Alphabet runs from A to G.
When it gets to G it starts from A again.

.......ABCDEFGABCDEFGABCDEFGABCDEFGABCDEFG.........
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M
id

dl
e 

C

G A B C D EF G A B C DFEG A B DF E FG A B C DFE E

Here is the musical alphabet shown on the keyboard.
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M
id

dl
e 

C

G A B C D EF G A B C DFEG A B DF E F

The keyboard has white and black notes.
The black notes are always in groups of Three and Two

Three ThreeTwo Two Three Two

G A B C DFE E

Three Two

F
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C

If you can remember
the positions of a few notes

you can work out where all the other notes are.

For example C is always just to the left of the two black notes.



134

F

F is always just to
the left of the three black notes.
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A

A is always in between the second
and third black note of a group of three.
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Exercise 6

Work through the next exercise and try to say as quickly as you can
 what the coloured notes are.

Then play the notes on your keyboard as well.
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Ex. 6a - What is the name of the coloured note?
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Ex. 6b - What is the name of the coloured note?
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Ex. 6c - What is the name of the coloured note?
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Ex. 6d - What is the name of the coloured note?
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Ex. 6e - What is the name of the coloured note?
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Ex. 6f - What is the name of the coloured note?
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Ex. 6g - What is the name of the coloured note?
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Ex. 6h - What is the name of the coloured note?
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Ex. 6i - What is the name of the coloured note?
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Ex. 6j - What is the name of the coloured note?
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Ex. 6k - What is the name of the coloured note?
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Ex. 6l - What is the name of the coloured note?
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Ex. 6m - What is the name of the coloured note?
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Ex. 6n - What is the name of the coloured note?
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Ex. 6o - What is the name of the coloured note?
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Ex. 6p - What is the name of the coloured note?
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Section Six - Key Points

● The Musical Alphabet runs from A to G

● The Black Notes on a keyboard are grouped in Three’s and Two’s

● C is always just to the left of the two black notes

● F is always just to the left of the three black notes

G A B C DFE E

Three Two



154

Section Seven - Learning Note Pitches
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�
� �

As well as using the techniques on the previous pages to read note
pitches it is also a good idea just to learn where the notes are on a
stave.

The Space notes spell the word FACE

��� �
F

E

1

2

3

4

A C

M
id

dl
e 

C

G A B C DFE E

A C

D
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The line notes can be remembered using the words below.

� � �
Every Green Bus Drives Fast

� �
1

2

3

4

5

A

M
id

dl
e 

C

G A B C DFD E FE

�
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� � �� � �
C D E F G

Use this note chart to help you learn the notes. When you know
these notes use the chart on the next page to learn more.

A
M

id
dl

e 
C

GFED
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�
� �

C

�
D

�
E

�
F

�
G

� �
A B C

The notes Middle C to C
This page can be used to introduce the C major scale

A

M
id

dl
e 

C

G A BFE CD
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Exercise 7

Use the following pages to test yourself in recognising note pitches
on the stave.

At first identify where the note is (see section 2) and then say out
loud what the note is.

After each test the answer is given.

Then go through each page again and just try to say what the note is
as quickly as possible and play the note on your keyboard.

Keep practising the tests until you can say and play each note
correctly without hesitation.
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�

Ex 7a - What is the pitch of the note?

�
C

�
E��

F
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A



162

�

Ex 7d - What is the pitch of the note?

��
�

Every

�
Green

�
Bus

Fast
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D



164

�

Ex 7e - What is the pitch of the note?

�
��

Every

�
Bus

Fast�
Drives



165

G



166

�

Ex 7b - What is the pitch of the note?

�
E

��� �
A

�
C



167

F



168

�
�

Ex 7c - What is the pitch of the note?

�
A

�
E

�
F
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C



170

� �

Ex 7f - What is the pitch of the note?



171

C



172

� �

Ex 7g - What is the pitch of the note?



173

B



174

�
�

Ex 7h - What is the pitch of the note?



175

E



176

� �

Ex 7i - What is the pitch of the note?



177

D



178

� �

Ex 7j - What is the pitch of the note?



179

E



180

�
�

Ex 7k - What is the pitch of the note?



181

F



182

� �

Ex 7m - What is the pitch of the note?



183

D



184

� ���

Ex 7n - What is the pitch of the note?



185

F



186

��

Ex 7o - What is the pitch of the note?
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A



188

�
�

Ex 7p - What is the pitch of the note?



189

E



190

�
�

Ex 7q - What is the pitch of the note?



191

D



192

� �

Ex 7r - What is the pitch of the note?



193

C



194

� �

Ex 7s - What is the pitch of the note?



195

E



196

� �

Ex 7t - What is the pitch of the note?



197

G



198

� �

Ex 7u - What is the pitch of the note?



199

B



200

�
�

Ex 7v - What is the pitch of the note?



201

C



202

�

Ex 7w - What is the pitch of the note?

�



203

D



204

�
�

Ex 7x - What is the pitch of the note?



205

E



206

��

Ex 7y - What is the pitch of the note?
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A



208

�

Ex 7aa - What is the pitch of the note?

�



209

D



210

�

Ex 7ab - What is the pitch of the note?

�



211

G



212

�

Ex 7ac - What is the pitch of the note?

���



213

F



214

�
�

Ex 7ad - What is the pitch of the note?

�
� �



215

C



216

� �

Ex 7ae - What is the pitch of the note?



217

C



218

� �

Ex 7af - What is the pitch of the note?



219

B



220

�
�

Ex 7ag - What is the pitch of the note?



221

E



222

� �

Ex 7ah - What is the pitch of the note?



223

D



224

� �

Ex 7ai - What is the pitch of the note?



225

E



226

�
�

Ex 7aj - What is the pitch of the note?



227

F



228

� �

Ex 7ak - What is the pitch of the note?



229

D



230

� ���

Ex 7al - What is the pitch of the note?



231

F



232

��

Ex 7am - What is the pitch of the note?



233

A



234

�
�

Ex 7an - What is the pitch of the note?



235

E



236

�
�

Ex 7ao - What is the pitch of the note?



237

D



238

� �

Ex 7ap - What is the pitch of the note?



239

C



240

� �

Ex 7aq - What is the pitch of the note?



241

E



242

�

Ex 7ar - What is the pitch of the note?

�



243

G
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Section Seven - Key Points

●The pitch of the Line Notes can be remembered using:

Every Green Bus Drives Fast

●The pitch of the Space Notes can be remembered using:

F A C E
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Section Eight - Clefs
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Clefs
So far on every page at the beginning of each stave

we have seen this symbol,

�

this is called a

Treble Clef ...



247

�

and this is called a Bass Clef.



248

A clef indicates the range
of note pitches that a stave will show.

For example .....
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� �
��

E

�
F

�
G

�
A B C D E

�
the bottom line to the top space on the treble clef

stave covers the range shown below.
Play these notes on your keyboard.

M
id

dl
e 

C

G A B C D EFE

�
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� �
�

G

�
A

�
B

� �
C D E F G

�

Shown below is the range that a stave with the  Bass Clef
covers. Notice that the note letter names are in a different

place for the Bass Clef compared to the Treble Clef.
Play these notes on your keyboard.

�

M
id

dl
e 

C

G A B C D E F G
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The Treble Clef is also called the G Clef. This is
because it starts by circling around the line that the

note G goes on.
If you remember it circles around the G note line it
can help you remember where the notes are on the

Treble Clef Stave.

�
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The Bass Clef is also called the F Clef. This is
because it starts by circling around the line that the

note F goes on.
If you remember it circles around the F note line it
can help you remember where the notes are on the

Bass Clef Stave.

�
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Section Eight - Key Points

●A clef is written at the start of the stave.

●A clef indicates the range of note pitches that a stave will
show.
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Section Nine - The Bass Clef Note Pitches.
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The following pages deal with Bass Clef pitches on the stave.

Trying to learn both staves at the same time might be confusing.

You might find it easier to study the Bass Clef separately from
the Treble Clef and only once you start to become reasonably

familiar with the Treble Clef pitches.
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� �
To learn the Bass Clef space notes you can use the words below...

��� �
All Cows Eat Grass

�
1

2

3

4

F

A

M
id

dl
e 

C
G A BFEA B C D
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� �
Good Boys Deserve Fine

� �
1

2

3

4
5

A

M
id

dl
e 

C

G A BFEA B C DG

and the Bass Clef line notes can be remembered using these words.

�

Apples

�
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EC D F G

Use this chart to help you learn your first Bass Clef notes. When you
know these notes use the chart on the next page to learn more.

A

M
id

dl
e 

C

G A BFEA B C DG

�� � � ��
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Use this chart to learn more notes when you have learnt the notes on
the previous page.

This page can be used to introduce the C major scale left hand

�� �� � ��� �

C D E F G A B C

A

M
id

dl
e 

C
G A BFEC D
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Use this chart to learn more notes when you have learnt the notes on
the previous page.

�
E

�
F

�
G

�
A

�
B

�
C

�
D

� �

F

�

B

�

A

�

G

�

C
A

M
id

dl
e 

C

G A BFEA B C DGF
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Exercise 9
Use the following pages to test yourself in recognising Bass Clef note

pitches on the stave.

At first identify where the note is (see section 2) and then say out
loud what the note is.

After each test the answer is given.

Then go through each page again and just try to say what the note is
as quickly as possible and play the note on your keyboard.

Keep practising the tests until you can say and play each note
correctly without hesitation.
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�

Ex 9a - What is the pitch of the note?

�
��

All

Grass�
Eat
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C
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���
�

Ex 9b - What is the pitch of the note?

�
Cows

�
Eat

Grass

�



265

A
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��

Ex 9c - What is the pitch of the note?

�
All

�
Cows

Grass

�
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E
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��

Ex 9d - What is the pitch of the note?

�
�

Good

� Deserve

Apples�
Boys
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F
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�
�

Ex 9e - What is the pitch of the note?
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B
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�
�

Ex 9f - What is the pitch of the note?
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C
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��

Ex 9g - What is the pitch of the note?
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D
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��

Ex 9h - What is the pitch of the note?
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G
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�
�

Ex 9i - What is the pitch of the note?
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F
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�
�

Ex 9j - What is the pitch of the note?
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G
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��

Ex 9k - What is the pitch of the note?
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A
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��

Ex 9l - What is the pitch of the note?
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E
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�
�

Ex 9m - What is the pitch of the note?
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F
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���
�

Ex 9n - What is the pitch of the note?
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A
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��

Ex 9o - What is the pitch of the note?
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C
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��

Ex 9p - What is the pitch of the note?
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G
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��

Ex 9q - What is the pitch of the note?
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F
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�

Ex 9r - What is the pitch of the note?

�
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B
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�
�

Ex 9s - What is the pitch of the note?
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G
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�
�

Ex 9t - What is the pitch of the note?
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B
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�

Ex 9u - What is the pitch of the note?

�



303

C
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���
�

Ex 9v - What is the pitch of the note?
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A
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��

Ex 9w - What is the pitch of the note?



307

E



308

��

Ex 9x - What is the pitch of the note?
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F
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�
�

Ex 9y - What is the pitch of the note?
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B
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�

Ex 9z - What is the pitch of the note?

�
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D



314

��

Ex 9ab - What is the pitch of the note?
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G
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�

Ex 9ac - What is the pitch of the note?

�
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B
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�
�

Ex 9ad - What is the pitch of the note?



319

G
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��

Ex 9ae - What is the pitch of the note?
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A
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��

Ex 9af - What is the pitch of the note?



323

E
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�
�

Ex 9ag - What is the pitch of the note?



325

F
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���
�

Ex 9ah - What is the pitch of the note?



327

A
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��

Ex 9ai - What is the pitch of the note?
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C
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��

Ex 9aj - What is the pitch of the note?



331

G
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��

Ex 9ak - What is the pitch of the note?



333

F



334

�

Ex 9al - What is the pitch of the note?

�
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C
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�
�

Ex 9am - What is the pitch of the note?
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G
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�
�

Ex 9n - What is the pitch of the note?



339

B



340

��

Ex 9aa - What is the pitch of the note?
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D
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Section Nine - Key Points

●A Clef is written at the start of the stave.

●A Clef indicates the range of note pitches that a stave will show.

●The Bass Clef line note pitches can be remembered using the
words

Good Boys Deserve Fine Apples

●The Bass Clef space notes can be remembered using the words

All Cows Eat Grass
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Section Ten - The Grand Stave.
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�

�

Music is often written using two staves linked together. This is
known as the Grand Stave, it is mostly used for keyboard music.
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�

�

The Grand Stave contains a top set of lines,

and a bottom set of lines.
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�

�

The top set has a Treble Clef,

and the bottom set has a Bass Clef.
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Notes on the top set of lines
are played by the Right Hand ...

and notes on the bottom set of lines
are played by the Left Hand.

�

�

1

2
3 4

5

1

2
34

5

1

2
3 4

5

1

2
34

5
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Exercise 10

Look at the Grand Staves on the next few pages and work out which
hand should play the notes.
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�

�
� � �

Ex 10a - Right Hand or Left Hand?
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�

� � � �

Ex 10b - Right Hand or Left Hand?
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�

� � � �

Ex 10c - Right Hand or Left Hand?
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�

�

� �

Ex 10d - Right Hand or Left Hand?
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�

� � � � � �

Ex 10e - Right Hand or Left Hand?
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�

� ���� �

Ex 10f - Right Hand or Left Hand?
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�

�

� � � � �
Ex 10g - Right Hand or Left Hand?
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�

�

� � � � � �
Ex 10h - Right Hand or Left Hand?
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�

�

� � � � � �

���� � �

Ex 10i - Right Hand or Left Hand?
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Section Ten - Key Points

● Music is often written using two staves linked together. This
is known as the Grand Stave, it is mostly used for keyboard
music.

● The Grand Stave contains a top set of lines and a bottom set
of lines.

● Notes on the top set of lines are played by the Right Hand and
notes on the bottom set of lines are played by the Left Hand.
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Section Eleven - Ledger Lines
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The following pages deal with ledger line notes on the stave.

It may be best to leave this section until it is required. A beginner
dosen’t need to understand ledger lines at first.

The note middle C which uses a ledger line has alreay been seen
in the previous pages but this can be recognised without

understanding ledger lines.
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Look at the note below.
You will notice that it has a little horizontal line through it.

This is called a Ledger Line

� �
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�

Notes that are higher or lower than the range of the
lines and spaces of the stave are written above or
below the stave with ledger lines through them.

The ledger lines are added instead of adding one more line or
several lines to the stave, which would make the notes hard to read.

� �

� �
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The ledger lines make lines and spaces in the
same way that the stave does (see page 3).

�

Line

Space
Line

Space
�
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You can work out the pitch of notes with ledger
lines by following the lines and spaces up or down

from the stave to the note.
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�

For example........

�
� � � � � �The note on the

top line of the
stave is an F

So the note that
sits above the top

line is a G

Then the first
ledger line will

be A

The next space
up will be

B

Then the next
ledger line will

be C

The next space
up will be

D

Then we find out
this note is

E
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This example shows working out a ledger line note that
is below the stave (notice it is the bass clef).

� � � � �The note on the
bottom line of
the stave is a G

So the note that
sits just below

the bottom line is
a F

Then the first
ledger line down

will be E
The next space
down will be

D
Then the next

ledger line down
will be C

The next space
down will be

B

Then we find out
this note is

A

� �

�
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Exercise 11

Work through the next few pages
and try to work out what the pitch of the ledger line notes are.
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Ex 11a - What is the ledger line note?

� � �� �
�

This note is G
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�

�
� � � � �

Ex 11b - What is the ledger line note?

This note is F
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� � � � �
Ex 11c - What is the ledger line note?

�

��
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�

Ex 11d - What is the ledger line note?

� � �� ��



372

Ex 11e - What is the ledger line note?

� � ��
�

���
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�
� � � � �

Ex 11f - What is the ledger line note? ��
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Ex 11g - What is the ledger line note?

�

�
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�

Ex 11h - What is the ledger line note?

�
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Section Eleven - Key Points

●Notes that are higher or lower than the range of the stave have
Ledger Lines written through them.

●This is instead of writing a line the whole length of the stave
which would be hard to read.

●The pitch of ledger line notes can be worked out by following
the lines and spaces from the top or bottom of the stave.
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Appendix - Answers
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Exercise 1

A. Space
B. Line
C. Space
D. Line
E. Line

Exercise 2

A. Fourth Space
B. Second Line
C. First line
D. Third Space
E. Fourth Line
F. First Line
G. First Space
H. Second Space
I. Third Line
J. Third Space

K. Fourth Space
L. First Line

M. First Space
N. Second Line
O. Third Space

Exercise 3

A. Second one higher, first one lower
B. First one higher, second one lower
C. Second one higher, first one lower
D. Second one higher, first one lower
E. First one higher, second one lower
F. Second one higher, first one lower
G. First one higher, second one lower

H. Second one higher, first one lower
I. Second one higher, first one lower
J. First one higher, second one lower

K. Second one higher, first one lower
L. Second one higher, first one lower

M. First one higher, second one lower
N. First one higher, second one lower
O. Second one higher, first one lower

Exercise 4

A. Four notes lower
B. Three notes lower
C. Five notes higher
D. Six notes higher
E. Four notes higher

Exercise 5 - Answers given after each test

Exercise 6

A. D
B. E
C. G
D. A
E. B
F. F
G. C
H. C
I. E
J. D

K. A
L. G

M. B
N. E

O. E
P. F

Exercise 7 Answers given after each test

Exercise 9 Answers given after each test

Exercise 10

A. Right Hand
B. Left Hand
C. Left Hand
D. Right Hand
E. Left Hand
F. Left Hand
G. Right hand
H. Right Hand
I. Both hands

Exercise 11

A. C
B. D
C. G
D. G
E. F
F. E
G. A
H. E
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C D E F G A B C

C D E F G A B C

C D E F G A B C

C D E F G A B C

Print Out & Cut Out Keyboard Note Strips
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